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Prison Population Projection

Highlights

= OPM, conservatively, estiimates

that the: prisan population will

experience 8 modest decine aver

the coming year. By January

2017, the prisan population could

fall to 15,227, i this projection

proves accurate, the prison
uiation would be at Its lowest
nt Elnce December 1936,

« Things have been trending well far
a mummber of years in Conneciout
acconding 1o 3 varkety of key publlc
safetyicriminal justice Indlcasars.
The numiber of reported crimes are
doan slgnmcantty. 5o 00 are
statewlkde criminal armests and the
number of admissions 1o prisan.
There are also many Tewer young
peaple Incarcarated today than fee
vears 3ga and the numbsr of new
peaple entering the prison ystem
nas been declining In recent years.

The stale’s priscn population is
qgraduzlly aging. Thanks ta ralse-
the-age leglsiation and broader
sacietal changes, the number of
waung people In prison Is down
dramatically. The numbsar of 15-i0-
21 year alds in CT prisons dropped
by 55% between 2009 and 20146.
Curing the same panod, the
number of 16-and 17-year olds In
prisan dropped by 76%

Althaugh Govemor Maloy's
proposed Second Chance Soolety
Inttizthves shoukd significantly
reduce ihe states prison
E:I:lleau-:ln. the Implementztion of
2ze changes remains 3 way off.

Forecasting the size of the prizon population

Each year In Febnary, the Criminal Justice Polcy & Planning Divislon at
2PN produces a forecast of the state's priscn population for the coming
year. The forecast relies on 1) an analysls of prison-population trend data
2) use of an Ingut-outout model b3 rack cperatianal fiows and rates of
change Im the Elze and compesition of the prison population 3) an
asgessment of the patential impact of proposed leglslathve and palicy
changes, and 4) seasonal vanations. This information ks used o project
how the prison papulalion will frend aver the coming 12 &2 18 manths.

During past year, the prison population, measwred on 3 February-io-
February basls, declined by 2.7%, or 442 prisoners. A year earller it
declined by 2.9% (495 prisoners). In relation io other recent years, these
reductions, measured In pencentage bemms. were modest. Curing 2003,
2008 ard 2011, the prison population dropped by 4.0%, 3.8% and 3.6 %
respectively. In 2012 and 2010, the prison populstion contracied by a
maore rezsonatie 2.5% and 2.9%. In fact, 2013 was the only year since
2007 In which the prison population actually Increasad.

Tespite Governar Mallay's amifious cominal justice sgenda, OPM does
nod curertty antclpate any slgrifizant Impact from tess InmEtives on the
size of the s13te's prison papulation durng the coming year. In fast, 3
fightening of the state’s RAEC program may actually siow e pacs of e
projecied decling

I CPKs 2016 projection |s accurate, the prison papulation will drop, an 3
February-io-February basls, by about 400 prisoners or -2 6%.

Connecticut's prison population, actual and projected
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Each February, OPM is
required to publish a prison
population forecast that
projects the size of the
Inmate population in the
coming year.

This year’s projection is
available on-line at OPM'’s
Criminal Justice Policy &
Planning Division website.



The 2016 Prison Population Forecast
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Each year OPM produced a series of projections and then chooses the most
reasonable outcome based on a variety of assumptions and factors.

Source: CT OPM



The 2016 Prison Population Forecast
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OPM considers this year’s forecast to be moderately
conservative. By the start of next year, we could see a
prison population at or below 15,200

Source: CT OPM



The 2016 Prison Population Forecast
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= This chart places the OPM’s 2016 forecast within the context of
prison population trends since their historic peak in 2008.

= OPM considers gradual, measured reductions in the size of the
prison population to be optimal.

Source: CT OPM



The impact of Drug Possession changes effective 10/1/2015

In prisonon 21a-279 class offenses, controlling
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[ Sentenced M Pre-trial

Impact of Drug Possession change from felony to misdemeanor and

elimination of mandatory minimum on incarceration effective 10/1/2015

» The total number of offenders incarcerated with a controlling offense of 21a-279,
declined by 21%, from 510 to 405, between 10/14/15 and 2/24/16.

» During the same period, we witnessed a 43% reduction among pre-trial prisoners.

= Among sentenced prisoners there was a 9% drop

Source: CT DOC



CT accidental drug deaths

CT accidental drug intoxication deaths
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
CT Accidental Drug Deaths

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Totaldrug deaths 290 328 365 498 558 723
With a DOC number 127 148 156 236 245 321

No DOC record 163 180 209 262 313 402
% witha DOCrecord 44% 45% 43% 47% 44% 44%
# of heroin deaths 174 258 327 415
%, death with heroin 48% 52% 59% 57%

Percent change 2012 — 2015: All deaths: 98%, heroin deaths: 138%

Source: OCME, CT DOC



Acknowledged heroin use — pre-trial offenders, 2011

2011 Pre-trial offenders acknowledging heroin use
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CJPPD staff have been tracking the explosion in heroin/opioid use in

CT’s prison system for several years. One surprising aspect of this

problem was revealed to us through prisoner interviews we have been

performing at Walker Cl since November of 2015.

« Patterns of heroin/opioid use among prisoners in CT is completely
different for among black, white and Hispanic prisoners.

« Heroin/opioid use is more correlated to suburban residents than urban

residents.
Source: CSSD
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Acknowledged heroin use — pre-trial offenders, 2011

2011 Pre-trial prisoners admitting heroin use
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This data was collected by CSSD’s Jail Re-interview Staff and
shared with OPM for the study on pre-trial offenders.

Source: CSSD



RREC Report
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RREC Summary Report

Highlights
®  According to dats provided by the T
DOC, 31,157 sentenced offenders
were discharged fram DCC custody
naving been awarded st least one day
Of RREC between Oct. 1, 2011 angd
Dec. 31,2013,

®  Thers were 35,966 dizcharge events
aszooated with theze 31,137
offenders. During the same 31-month
penod, the CT 2OC reported 42,368
total discharges.

* Inthe 31-month period between July
2007 and September 2011, before the
introduction of RREC, there wers
49,247 zentenced-offender discharges
from DOC custody, 14% more than
during the RREC window

* The31,137 oMengers who were

discharged with awsrded RREC have
served time for 3 wide range of
offanses. There are 248 controliing
offenses sisccisted with these
discharges. The ofMenses and
frequencies sre list=d on page 2.

Effective Februsry 1, 2016, DCC
Commissicner Sempie suthorized
changes to the state's RREC policy.
With theze changes, RREC will be
awarded st 2 rate commenzurate with
2ach offender’s Secunty Risk Level. In
the pazt, ol sligible offencers were
ableto earn RREC staratecfupto 3
deyz per month. Under the revized
structure, only offenders with 8
Security Risk Level of 1, the least reky
fevel, will be eligbie for 3 deys of
RREC per month. Prisoners with
higher Security Risk Leveis will earn
fess time.
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scme as recenfly 85 one month g0 - FeckVISM for the antire group cannot be
caicuiated.

1is report is published by the CT DOC and OPMto compiy with reporting requirements gf Public Act No 15-216

Source: OPM

The report is produced to satisfy

Public Act No. 15-216, AN ACT CONCERNING RISK

REDUCTION CREDITS, CARRY PERMITS AND

PAROLE OFFICER ACCESS TO STATE FIREARMS

DATABASE.

Such report shall include:

(1)The number of inmates released overall and
the number of inmates released early as a
result of the award of such credit

(2)the crimes for which such released inmates
were convicted

(3)the amount of risk reduction credit earned by
inmates released early pursuant to such
credit; and

(4)any recidivism data regarding inmates who
were released early pursuant to such credit,
including any data such as rate of reentry into
the correctional system, elapsed time between
release and such reentry, and the crimes for
which such inmates were convicted that
resulted in such reentry.

(5)Not later than thirty days after submission of
the report to the General Assembly, said
commissioner shall post the report on the
Department of Correction's Internet web site.
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